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AN ASSESSMENT OF THE CCP'S INFLUENCE ON SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORMS

CASE #2: FACEBOOK

While the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) blocks its citizens from using Facebook, CCP
propaganda outlets are using Facebook to build a huge and growing audience around the
world. HFAC Minority staff found that CCP propaganda outlets, such as China Daily, Xinhua,
and CGTN, are using Facebook to post information that distorts facts about the origins of
COVID-19 and the CCP response. Reports indicate that Chinese state media are also flooding
Facebook with undisclosed ads from CGTN, Global Times, Xinhua, and CCTV that
attempt to rewrite the CCP’s role in the pandemic.
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ASSESSMENT OF FACEBOOK PROCEDURES:
v Labels for Propaganda/State-Funded Outlets

X Blocks CCP Officials/State-Funded Propaganda Outlets from Having Verified Accounts
v Factchecking Policies for Truthfulness
X Comprehensive Removal of CCP Propaganda and Disinformation

RESPONSE BY FACEBOOK:

While Facebook engaged in conversations with HFAC Minority staff, they do not currently plan to
take down content flagged by the staff or take sufficient action to prevent the CCP from using
Facebook to spread propaganda and lies about COVID-19. In addition, while Facebook does have
factcheckers looking at content on their site, it does not appear factcheckers have acted on content
posted by CCP propaganda outlets or that their factchecking operation is equipped to identify and
address CCP propaganda.

SUMMARY:

HFAC Minority staff remains concerned that CCP outlets are using the global audience they've built
on Facebook to spread disinformation and propaganda about the origins of COVID-19 and the CCP
response. Facebook is providing some level of factchecking and is applying a new label that the CCP
exerts editorial control over these propaganda outlets. However, Facebook is not taking down CCP
propaganda and disinformation flagged by staff. They also are continuing to allow CCP managed
accounts to spread disinformation about COVID-19 on their platform. For these reasons, we give
them a C+.
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