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The Chinese Communist Party uses its citizens and officials as well as using 
foreign individuals to carry out economic espionage (e.g. trade secret theft, IP 
theft) and criminal behavior (e.g. visa/wire fraud and other illicit financial 
transactions). Since 2018, the Department of Justice has been aggressively 
pursuing leads and making convictions for China-related crimes with their 	
“China Initiative.”

1.	 Economic Espionage 

A.	 Technology

•	 Federal Indictment Charges Software Engineer with Theft of Trade Secrets (IL-10)
•	 Economic Espionage and Theft of GE’s Trade Secrets (NY-20)
•	 Conspiracy to Commit Theft of Trade Secrets and Wire Fraud (TN -1)
•	 Huawei Corporate Entities Conspired to Steal Trade Secret Technology and Of-

fered Bonus to Workers who Stole Confidential Information from Companies 
Around the World (WA-9)

•	 PRC State-Owned Company, Taiwan Company, and Three Individuals Charged 
With Economic Espionage (CA-17)

•	 Two Businessmen Charged With Conspiring to Commit Economic Espionage for 
Benefit of Chinese Manufacturing Company: Case Involves Dual-Use Technology 
With Military Applications (TX-18)

•	 Conspiring to Illegally Obtain Technology and Computer Chips that Were Sent to 
China (CA-28)

•	 Chinese National Sentenced for Conspiring to Illegally Export Military- and 	Space-
Grade Technology from the United States to China (AZ-7; AZ-9)

•	 Chinese National Sentenced for Economic Espionage and Theft of a Trade Secret 
(NY-17)

•	 Federal Indictment Alleges Scheme to Avoid Payment of $1.8 Billion in An-
ti-Dumping Duties on Chinese Aluminum Imported as ‘Pallets (CA-44)

B.	 Aviation

•	 Chinese Intelligence Officers And Their Recruited Hackers And Insiders Conspired 
To Steal Sensitive Commercial Aviation And Technological Data For Years (CA-52)

•	 Chinese Intelligence Officer Charged with Economic Espionage Involving Theft of 
Trade Secrets from Leading U.S. Aviation Companies (OH-1)

•	 Former Manager for International Airline Pleads Guilty to Acting as an Agent of 
the Chinese Government (NY-12)

C.	 Agriculture

•	 Chinese Scientist Sentenced to Prison in Theft of Engineered Rice (KS- 1)
•	 Former CIA Officer Pleads Guilty to Conspiracy to Commit Espionage (HI-1)
•	 Former Defense Intelligence Officer Pleads Guilty to Attempted Espionage (UT-1)	

	

https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/newly-unsealed-federal-indictment-charges-software-engineer-taking-stolen-trade-secrets-china
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/former-ge-engineer-and-chinese-businessman-charged-economic-espionage-and-theft-ge-s-trade
https://www.justice.gov/usao-edtn/pr/one-chinese-national-and-one-american-indicted-east-tennessee-conspiracy-commit-theft
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/chinese-telecommunications-device-manufacturer-and-its-us-affiliate-indicted-theft-trade
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/chinese-telecommunications-device-manufacturer-and-its-us-affiliate-indicted-theft-trade
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/chinese-telecommunications-device-manufacturer-and-its-us-affiliate-indicted-theft-trade
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/prc-state-owned-company-taiwan-company-and-three-individuals-charged-economic-espionage
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/prc-state-owned-company-taiwan-company-and-three-individuals-charged-economic-espionage
https://www.justice.gov/usao-dc/pr/two-businessmen-charged-conspiring-commit-economic-espionage-benefit-chinese
https://www.justice.gov/usao-dc/pr/two-businessmen-charged-conspiring-commit-economic-espionage-benefit-chinese
https://www.justice.gov/usao-dc/pr/two-businessmen-charged-conspiring-commit-economic-espionage-benefit-chinese
https://www.justice.gov/usao-cdca/pr/2-los-angeles-area-men-charged-conspiring-illegally-obtain-technology-and-computer
https://www.justice.gov/usao-cdca/pr/2-los-angeles-area-men-charged-conspiring-illegally-obtain-technology-and-computer
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/chinese-national-sentenced-40-months-prison-conspiring-illegally-export-military-and-space
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/chinese-national-sentenced-40-months-prison-conspiring-illegally-export-military-and-space
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/chinese-national-sentenced-economic-espionage-and-theft-trade-secret-us-company
https://www.justice.gov/usao-cdca/pr/federal-indictment-alleges-scheme-avoid-payment-18-billion-anti-dumping-duties-chinese
https://www.justice.gov/usao-cdca/pr/federal-indictment-alleges-scheme-avoid-payment-18-billion-anti-dumping-duties-chinese
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/chinese-intelligence-officers-and-their-recruited-hackers-and-insiders-conspired-steal
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/chinese-intelligence-officers-and-their-recruited-hackers-and-insiders-conspired-steal
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/chinese-intelligence-officer-charged-economic-espionage-involving-theft-trade-secrets-leading
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/chinese-intelligence-officer-charged-economic-espionage-involving-theft-trade-secrets-leading
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/chinese-intelligence-officer-charged-economic-espionage-involving-theft-trade-secrets-leading
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/chinese-intelligence-officer-charged-economic-espionage-involving-theft-trade-secrets-leading
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/chinese-scientist-sentenced-prison-theft-engineered-rice
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/former-cia-officer-pleads-guilty-conspiracy-commit-espionage
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/former-defense-intelligence-officer-pleads-guilty-attempted-espionage


Department of Justice China-
Related Cases Since January 2018

		  HOUSE FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 	 LEAD REPUBLICAN MICHAEL McCAUL (R-TX)

•	 Chinese National Arrested for Allegedly Acting in the U.S. as an Illegal Agent of 
the PRC (IL-5)

•	 Chinese National Who Worked at Monsanto Indicted on Economic Espionage 
Charges (MS-2)

2.	 Espionage

•	 Defense Contractor to Pay $3.3M to Resolve False Claims Act Allegations (MD-3; 
PA-3) 

•	 Former State Department Employee Pleads Guilty to Conspiring with Foreign 
Agents (DC At-Large)

•	 Former CIA Officer Sentenced to Prison for Espionage (VA-10)
•	 American Citizen Arrested for Being an Alleged Illegal Foreign Agent of the PRC 

Intelligence Agency (CA-13; CA-15; CA-17; GA-2)
•	 Chair of Harvard University’s Chemistry and Chemical Biology Department and 

two Chinese nationals charged in connection with aiding the People’s Republic 
of China (MA-5)

3.	 Criminal Behavior

•	 Chinese National Sentenced to Prison for Selling Counterfeit Computer Parts 
Couple Charged with Stealing Trade Secrets, Wire Fraud (OH-3)

•	 University of Kansas Researcher Indicted for Fraud for Failing to Disclose Conflict 
of Interest with Chinese University (KS-2)

•	 Chinese Government Employee Charged with Participating in Conspiracy to 
Fraudulently Obtain U.S. Visas (NY-10; NY-12)

•	 Huawei and Huawei CFO Charged With Financial Fraud, Money Laundering, 
Conspiracy to Defraud the United States, Obstruction of Justice and Sanctions 
Violations (NY-10; NY-12)

•	 Four Chinese Nationals and Chinese Company Indicted for Conspiracy to De-
fraud the United States and Evade Sanctions (NJ-10)

•	 Former Customs and Border Protection Officer Pleads Guilty for Running Illegal 
Firearms Business, Tax Evasion (CA-44)

•	 Former Head of Organization Backed by Chinese Energy Conglomerate Convict-
ed of International Bribery, Money Laundering Offenses (VA-8; NY-12)

•	 Federal Grand Jury in Chicago Indicts Chinese Businesswoman on Charges of 
Visa Fraud (IL-7)

•	 Chinese National Pleads Guilty to Running ‘Birth Tourism’ Scheme (CA-46)

https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/chinese-national-arrested-allegedly-acting-within-united-states-illegal-agent-people-s
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/chinese-national-arrested-allegedly-acting-within-united-states-illegal-agent-people-s
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/chinese-national-who-worked-monsanto-indicted-economic-espionage-charges
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/chinese-national-who-worked-monsanto-indicted-economic-espionage-charges
https://www.justice.gov/usao-edpa/pr/defense-contractor-pay-33m-resolve-false-claims-act-allegations
https://www.justice.gov/usao-dc/pr/former-state-department-employee-pleads-guilty-conspiring-foreign-agents
https://www.justice.gov/usao-dc/pr/former-state-department-employee-pleads-guilty-conspiring-foreign-agents
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/former-cia-officer-sentenced-prison-espionage
https://www.justice.gov/usao-ndca/pr/hayward-resident-charged-acting-illegal-agent-china
https://www.justice.gov/usao-ndca/pr/hayward-resident-charged-acting-illegal-agent-china
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/harvard-university-professor-and-two-chinese-nationals-charged-three-separate-china-related
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/harvard-university-professor-and-two-chinese-nationals-charged-three-separate-china-related
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/harvard-university-professor-and-two-chinese-nationals-charged-three-separate-china-related
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/chinese-national-sentenced-prison-selling-counterfeit-computer-parts
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/chinese-national-sentenced-prison-selling-counterfeit-computer-parts
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/university-kansas-researcher-indicted-fraud-failing-disclose-conflict-interest-chinese
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/university-kansas-researcher-indicted-fraud-failing-disclose-conflict-interest-chinese
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/chinese-government-employee-charged-manhattan-federal-court-participating-conspiracy
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/chinese-government-employee-charged-manhattan-federal-court-participating-conspiracy
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/chinese-telecommunications-conglomerate-huawei-and-huawei-cfo-wanzhou-meng-charged-financial
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/chinese-telecommunications-conglomerate-huawei-and-huawei-cfo-wanzhou-meng-charged-financial
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/chinese-telecommunications-conglomerate-huawei-and-huawei-cfo-wanzhou-meng-charged-financial
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/four-chinese-nationals-and-chinese-company-indicted-conspiracy-defraud-united-states-and
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/four-chinese-nationals-and-chinese-company-indicted-conspiracy-defraud-united-states-and
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/four-chinese-nationals-and-chinese-company-indicted-conspiracy-defraud-united-states-and
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/four-chinese-nationals-and-chinese-company-indicted-conspiracy-defraud-united-states-and
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/former-head-organization-backed-chinese-energy-conglomerate-sentenced-three-years-prison
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/former-head-organization-backed-chinese-energy-conglomerate-sentenced-three-years-prison
https://www.justice.gov/usao-ndil/pr/federal-grand-jury-chicago-indicts-chinese-businesswoman-charges-visa-fraud
https://www.justice.gov/usao-ndil/pr/federal-grand-jury-chicago-indicts-chinese-businesswoman-charges-visa-fraud
https://www.justice.gov/usao-cdca/pr/chinese-national-pleads-guilty-running-birth-tourism-scheme-helped-aliens-give-birth-us

