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July 12, 2012
Mzr. Rob Boone
Director
American Bar Association Rule of Law Initiative
740 15th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Boone:

I am writing to express my serious concem regarding an event to be hosted at the American Bar
Association Rule of Law Initiative on July 16™ entitled “Judicial Sector Transformation in Ecuador”.

Under the guidance of Rafacl Correa, the regime in Quito has relentlessly attacked the
autonomy of the judicial branch by threatening and intimidating the judicial sector in order to
consolidate power and manipulate the due process of law. Freedom of speech and freedom of the press
have been severely threatened due to a series of politicized legal attacks on independent journalists and
private media companies.

It is disappointing that the ABA Rule of Law Initiative, which receives U.S. taxpayer funding,
would help to legitimize the politicized judicial system in Ecuador. Your organization should be
highlighting judicial abuses occurring in Ecuador such as Correa’s recent attacks against two
journalists for alleging corruption within the Correa regime. Instead, this scheduled event hosted at the
ABA headquarters would dignify Correa’s willingness to influence the judicial system and compel
judges to ignore the rule of law.

[urge the ABA Ruie of Law Imtlatlve to reconsider collaborating w1th the Correa reglme and

process of law in Ecuador




